4o	DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
new political institutions. It was the conversion of the mass of
French peasants to faith in a democratic Republic.1 And that
was the achievement partly of Thiers, who taught them by
experience that une republique conservatrice was possible; partly of
Gambetta, who generated popular enthusiasm for democracy,
and made it an operative ideal.
Perhaps these men built even better than they knew. Testi-
mony comes, seventy years later, from the resistance of de-
feated France to the anti-Republican manoeuvres of the Vichy
Government. On 29 June 1940 only a week after the signing
of the Armistice with Germany, the French officer Barlone
noted in his diary:
Naturally, the idea of dictatorship in France, for the moment at
least, is in the minds of both officers and men. Literally I have never
met a single one of my poilus who has not expressed his disgust for
the parliamentary regime and has not insisted on the Deputies and
their policy being solely responsible for the disaster. These people
express their thoughts inadequately. Being sincerely democratic, they
feel that democracy has been distorted by the misuse of the last thirty
to forty years of our parliamentary government: they are so pro-
foundly attached to the Republic, so accustomed to make use of their
deputy, that when they return home they will write him for a grant
of money to rebuild their houses or in order to get a job on the rail-
ways. It is therefore the form of democracy which must be modified.
We must give back to the people the habits of high thinking, we must
make them understand again the necessity and the joys of sacrifice
for the common good and the Fatherland.2
Even prolonged disillusionment with parliamentary machinery
scarcely blurred the ordinary Frenchman's vision of the demo-
cratic ideal: it hardly even shook his faith in Republicanism.
After the loss of Alsace and Lorraine in 1871, there were
over 36 million citizens of France. Only 10 million of these
were given a vote by the new Constitution, and only 75 per
cent of these actually voted in 1876. Over half the electorate—
5,383,000—lived by agriculture, and 3,552,000 of them owned
1 Cf. F. H. Brabant: The Beginning of the Third Republic in France
(1940), p. 378.
1 D. Barlone: A French Officer's Diary (1942), p. 97.

